
BY-LAWS 
 
APPALACHIAN CHAPTER 
 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF DOWSERS, INC. 
 
ARTICLE I 
  
Whereas the American Society of Dowsers (ASD) is an independent, non-partisan, non-profit 
organization incorporated in the state of Vermont, and the Chapter chartered by the ASD in the 
state of North Carolina is known as the Appalachian Chapter, the Appalachian Chapter is 
therefore chartered under the laws of the state of Vermont and the general statures of the state of 
North Carolina. 
 
ARTICLE II 
 
The purpose of this Chapter shall be: 
 
1.      To promote and foster communication and fellowship among individuals interested in 
dowsing. 
2.      To develop effective responsible individuals devoted to investigative study and application 
of dowsing. 
3.      To encourage the application of methods of scientific inquiry to dowsing. 
4.      To offer evidence of dowsing’s usefulness to man. 
5.      To promote relations with organizations having similar purposes. 
 
ARTICLE III 
 
The governing of the Appalachian Chapter, which is subordinate to the ASD, is subject to all of 
the ASD articles, preamble and by-laws. 
 
1.      All assemblies and procedures of the Chapter shall be in accordance with the ASD by-laws. 
2.      Procedures not covered by the ASD by-laws shall comply with the by-laws of the Chapter. 
3.      Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern in all procedures not covered by the ASD and chapter 
by-laws.  
 
ARTICLE IV 
 
The general government, concern, direction and management of the affairs of this Chapter shall 
be vested in a board of directors as defined, serving at the pleasure of the membership.  The 
board of directors herein shall pursue such policies and principles as shall be in accordance with 
the provisions of applicable law, the articles of incorporation, the by-laws of the ASD, the by-laws 
of the Chapter and the statutes of the state of North Carolina. 
 
  
 
1.      The Board of Directors shall exercise all of the powers of this Chapter as provided in the 
granting of membership, subject to the statutes of the state of North Carolina, the ASD, and the 
by-laws of the Chapter. 
2.      The Board of Directors shall consist of six members of the Chapter. 
(A) President, (B) Vice-President, (C) Secretary, (D) Treasurer and (E) two members at large. 
3.      The term of all Board members shall be two years. 
4.      Officers and responsibilities: 
 
A-    President:  (1) Preside at all meetings of the Chapter and the Board of Directors.  (2) Be a 
member of all committees.  (3) Direct the affairs of the Chapter.  (4) Make an annual report to the 



membership on the state of affairs of the Chapter.  (5) In conjunction with the Treasurer, be 
responsible for the preparation and organization of the financial matters of the Chapter.  (6) 
Appoint and designate all committees not otherwise created.  (7) Issue calls for regular and 
special meetings of the Board of Directors.  (8) Perform such duties as are necessary to carry out 
the purpose of the Chapter. 
 
 B-    Vice President:  (1) Act in place of the President in the absence of the President.  (2) Aid 
and assist the President in directing the affairs of the Chapter.  (3) Be responsible for program 
development.  (4) Be responsible for facilities, and plan and arrange for the use of facilities and 
equipment.  (5) Perform such other duties as are necessary to carry out the purpose of the 
Chapter. 
 
 C-    Secretary:  Shall perform such duties as are normally inherent in the office of the secretary, 
including – (1) Serve as the recording officer.  (2) Handle correspondence.  (3) Issue meeting 
notices.  (4) Keep the minutes of meetings.  (5) Maintain custody of all record books, papers and 
documents of the Chapter.  (6) Perform duties from time to time as directed by the Board of 
Directors.  (7) Perform such other duties as are necessary to carry out the purpose of the 
Chapter. 
 
 D-    Treasurer:  Shall perform such duties as are normally inherent in the office of the Treasurer, 
including – (1) Receive funds.  (2) Deposit funds in the bank approved by the directors.  (3) Pay 
bills for expenses that have been authorized.  (4) Present a monthly financial statement to the 
President.  (5) Present an annual financial report to the membership.  (6) Submit on the last day 
of the calendar year to the President and the Treasurer of the ASD a statement of financial 
condition showing the income and expenditures for that year and the cash on hand.  (7) Perform 
such other duties as are necessary to carry out the purpose of the Chapter. 
 
 
ARTICLE V 
 
Membership in the Chapter shall be permitted only after admission into the ASD, in the manner 
provided by it’s by-laws.  To be a member the fees, dues and other financial obligations fixed by 
the ASD and the Chapter must have been paid.  All members are subject to the policies of the 
Chapter, the by-laws of the Chapter and the by-laws of the ASD. 
 
1.      Annual dues are set by the membership at the recommendation of the Board of Directors. 
2.      Dues are payable in January of each year. 
 
ARTICLE VI 
 
Meetings of the Appalachian Chapter shall be held on a quarterly basis.  Meetings will be 
conducted to take care of Chapter business and educational purposes. 
 
1.      Meetings shall be held in February, May, September and November. 
2.      Monthly meetings will be held as required. 
3.      A bi-annual Southeastern Conference will be held on odd years. 
4.      Quarterly meetings shall be open to the public. 
 
ARTICLE VII 
 
The conduct of business and elections requiring a vote by the membership shall take place at a 
quarterly meeting. 
 
1.      A quorum at a general meeting shall consist of members in good standing. 
2.      Members are not permitted to vote by proxy. 
3.      A majority of the votes actually cast will be needed to pass a motion or elect an officer. 



 
ARTICLE VIII 
 
Communication among the membership and officers of the Chapter shall be via a quarterly 
newsletter. 
 
1.      The newsletter shall be published one month prior to each quarterly meeting. 
2.      A news coordinator, responsible for the publication of the quarterly newsletter, shall be 
appointed by the President. 
 
ARTICLE IX 
 
These by-laws may be altered, amended or repealed by a two-thirds vote of the members of the 
Chapter in good standing, present and voting at any meeting. 
 
1.      Notice of the proposed alteration, amendment or repeal must be given in writing to each 
member of the chapter by the Secretary at least 30 days prior to the voting date. 
2.      Notice to the membership must provide information as to the business to be transacted. 
 
 
PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES 
 
ARTICLE IV – 3 READS: 
 
            Term of board members shall be:  Two years for the two elected members-at-large.  
Officers term shall be in accordance with their elected office.  Elected office term shall be for one 
year. 
 
IT IS REVISED TO READ: 
 
            THE TERM OF ALL BOARD MEMBERS SHALL BE TWO YEARS. 
 
Reason:  One year is not enough time to accomplish certain goals when we only meet quarterly.  
A cohesive group could get a better handle on the organization in a 2-year period.  One at-large 
member will have their term staggered for the first year by a special amendment in order to 
provide continuity as the Board comes up for re-election every two years. 
 
ARTICLE VII –2 READS: 
 
            Members are not permitted to vote in proxy.  The vote needed to pass a motion or elect 
an official is based on the votes actually cast.  A majority vote will constitute the decision on a 
matter. 
 
IT IS REVISED TO READ: 
 
VII – 2             MEMBERS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO VOTE BY PROXY. 
VII – 3             A  MAJORITY OF THE VOTES ACTUALLY CAST WILL BE NEEDED TO PASS A 
MOTION, OR ELECT AN OFFICER. 
 
Reason:  Language clarification. 
 
 
ARTICLE VIII – 2 READS: 
 
            There shall be appointed a news coordinator responsible for publication of the quarterly 
newsletter. 



 
IT IS REVISED TO READ: 
 
            A NEWS COORDINATOR, RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PUBLICATION OF THE 
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER, SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT. 
 
Reason:  This clarifies the policy of who appoints the news coordinator. 
 
ARTICLE IX – 1 READS: 
 
            Notice of proposed alteration, amendment or repeal must be given in writing to each 
member of this Chapter by the Secretary at least 35 days before the transaction is to take place. 
 
IT IS REVISED TO READ: 
 
            NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED ALTERATION AMENDMENT OR REPEAL MUST BE 
GIVEN IN WRITING TO EACH MEMBER OF THE CHAPTER BY THE SECRETARY AT LEAST 
30 DAYS PRIOR TO THE VOTING DATE. 
Reason:  This will better coordinate the newsletter deadlines with any notices that need to go out. 
 
  


